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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is responsive to amendment filed on 7/22/2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 12-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Aratani et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,538,675). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1. 132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, referring to Figs. 1 and 4A-8B, Aratani teaches a display 
apparatus (31) displaying images from a plurality of information processing apparatuses (1-1 to 
1-4), comprising: 

image inputting means (2-1 to 2-4) for inputting respective image signals from the 
plurality of information processing apparatuses (1-1 to 1-4) (col. 4, lines 16-24); 



Application/Control Number: 09/874,0 1 2 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2674 

display controlling means (6) for constructing on a display screen display regions (13) in 
which respective images corresponding to the image signals from the plurality of information 
processing apparatuses (1-1 to 1-4) are displayed (col. 4, lines 56-65); 

inputting means (21) for inputting a signal containing coordinate information 
corresponding to a position on the display screen; 

determining means (14) for determining an information processing apparatus (1-1 to 1-4) 
to which converted information is sent, based on the input signal inputted by the inputting means 
(21); and 

means (i.e., USB) for sending the converted information (i.e., converted X and Y 
information) to the information processing apparatus (i.e., the image source 1-1) determined by 
determining means (14), wherein the converted information is converted from the coordinate 
information such that the information processing apparatus determined by said determined 
means can use the converted information as coordinate information (col. 7, line 49 to col. 8, line 
12) without using information indicating where the display region in which the image signal 
outputted by the information processing apparatus determined by determining means is 
positioned on the display screen. 

Regarding claims 2 and 7, Aratani further teaches the determining means (14) determines 
an information processing apparatus (1-1 to 1-4) to which the input signal is sent, based on the 
coordinate on the display screen (13) indicated by said input signal (from col. 9, line 39 to col. 
10, line 47). 

Regarding claims 3 and 8, Aratani further teaches the display controlling means (6) 
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displays on a first display region (1-1) (Fig. 2) an image signal from a first information 
processing apparatus (1-1), and displays on a second display region (1-2) (Fig. 2) at least one 
image signal from a second information processing apparatus (1-2) in the first display region 
(from col 4, line 8 to col. 5, line 65). 

Regarding claims 4 and 9, Aratani further teaches the display controlling means (6) 
divides said display screen into screens (A, B, C, and D) (Fig. 4A), the number of which is equal 
to the number of said plurality of information processing apparatuses (1-1 to 1-4), to construct 
display regions in which respective image signals from the plurality of information processing 
apparatuses are displayed (from col. 11, line 27 to col. 12, line 15). 

Regarding claim 12, referring to Figs. 1 and 4A-8B, Aratani teaches a display apparatus 
(31) performing display based on a first image signal, which is an image signal from a first 
information processing apparatus (1-1) that performs a predetermined information processing 
based on a coordinate signal representing a predetermined position on the screen displayed on 
the basis of a signal outputted by the first information processing apparatus , and a second image 
signal, which is an image signal from a second information processing apparatus (1-2) that 
performs a predetermined information processing based on a coordinate signal representing a 
predetermined position on the screen (13) displayed on the basis of a signal outputted by the 
second information processing apparatus (col. 9, line 55 to col. 10, line 9), the display device 
comprising: 

a receiving circuit (20) receiving said first image signal and said second image signal; 
a coordinate information receiving circuit (19) receiving signals from a coordinate input 
device (21) that transforms into a signal an indicated position on a display surface on which a 
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screen based on said first image signal and a screen based on said second image signal are 
displayed; 

a circuit (18) for converting the signal inputted from the coordinate input device into the 
converted coordinate information; and 

and a communication circuit (i.e. USB) sending the converted information processing 
apparatus, wherein the converter information sent to the first information processing apparatus 
(1-1) has coordinate information which can be used in said first information processing apparatus 
without using information indicating where the screen based on said first image signal is 
positioned on the display surface, and the converted information sent to the second information 
processing apparatus (1-2) has coordinate information which can be used in said second 
information processing apparatus without using information indicating where the screen based 
on said second image signal is positioned on the display surface (col. 7, line 49 to col. 8, line 12). 

Regarding claim 13, Aratani further teaches that the apparatus further comprising said 
coordinate input device (21) (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 14, Aratani further teaches the coordinate input device (21) is provided 
in such a manner that the coordinate device is placed over said display surface (13) (from col. 7, 
line 45 to col. 8, line 31). 

Regarding claims 15 and 16, Aratani further teaches coordinate input device (21) 
electrically reads the indicated position on said display surface (13) (from col. 9, line 39 to col. 
10, line 47). 

Regarding claims 17-21, Aratani further teaches the determination circuit (14) determines 
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an information processing apparatus (1-1 to 1-4) to which said input signal is sent, according to 
information that is given externally (from col. 9, line 39 to col. 10, line 47). 

Regarding claims 22-31, Aratani further teaches the determination circuit (14) determines 
an information processing apparatus (1-1 to 1-4) to which said input signal is sent, based on said 
input signal (from col. 9, line 39 to col. 10, line 47). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aratani et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,538,675). 

Regarding claim 11, Aratani teaches all the subject matter claimed except for the use of 
the computer circuitry instead of program code. However, those skilled in the computer art it is 
obvious that such implementation can be expressed in terms of either computer program or a 
computer circuitry implementation, the two being functional equivalent of one another. See In re 
Ruff 256 F. 2d 590. 118 USPO 340, 343 (CCPA 1958V 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicants' arguments filed 7/22/2005, have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive because as follows: 

In response to applicants' argument filed "Aratani is not understood to teach or suggest 
using converted information as coordinate information without using information indicating 
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where the display region in which the image signal outputted by the determined information 
processing apparatus is positioned on the display screen." Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Aratani teaches the X and Y information of the input device (22) is transmitted to the infrared 
data receiving portion (20), the infrared data control portion (19) derives necessary X and Y 
coordinate values and outputs the derived data to the infrared data conversion portion (18). The 
infrared data conversion portion (18) converts the X and Y information to the image source (1-1) 
(col. 7, lines 49-67). Therefore, the combined X and Y information is transferred to the image 
source (1-1) so that the position information of the mouse is supplied to a CPU of the image 
source (col. 8, lines 1-12). Therefore Aratani teaches using converted information as coordinate 
information without using information indicating where the display region in which the image 
signal outputted by the determined information processing apparatus is positioned on the display 
screen. The rejection is maintained. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7696. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick N. Edouard can be reached on 571-272-7603. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Nguyen 



9/16/05 




